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(A) EXAMINATION RESULTS 2021
The school continues to subscribe to the ‘A’ Level Information System.  This service, known as ALIS, is well-established and highly respected and allows the ‘A’ level results of Ballymena Academy pupils to be evaluated in terms of those obtained by pupils of similar ability across the United Kingdom.  In the case of Ballymena Academy, the outcome continues to be positive – pupils did better overall than pupils of similar ability elsewhere, demonstrating the benefit which pupils obtain from attending Ballymena Academy.

The ‘A’ level outcomes show a pleasing continuation of the trend noted in recent years and reflect the ability and effort of the pupils, the careful work of teachers and the support of parents.

G.C.E. 'A' LEVEL SUMMARY OF RESULTS OF PUPILS IN YEAR 14 - 2021
	No. of pupils

in Year 14
	No. of pupils taking 3+ ‘A’ Levels
(or equivalent)
	% 
achieving

3 or more at

A* - C
	% 
achieving 

2 or more at 

A* – E

	150

	149
	93.3
	99.3

	N.I. G.S.

Average

 (2019-20)
	
	N/A
	N/A


G.C.E. ‘A’ LEVEL PERFORMANCE IN PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS
(TREND DATA) 2017/18 – 2019/20
	
	2017/18
	2018/19
	2019/20

	
	School
	N.I. G.S. Average
	School
	N.I. G.S.

Average
	School
	N.I. G.S. Average

	 achieving 3+ ‘A’ Levels at Grades A*- C
	78
	78
	81
	80
	95
	N/A

	 achieving 2+ ‘A’ Levels at Grades A*- E
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100


· Excludes pupils with statements of special educational needs.

· The ‘A’ level figures for Northern Ireland include pupils who achieved qualifications deemed by the Department of Education to be equivalent to G.C.E. ‘A’ Level.  
· N.I. Grammar School averages were not published for 2019/2020 and will not be published for 2020/2021.
G.C.E. 'A' LEVEL SUMMARY OF SUBJECT RESULTS OF PUPILS IN YEAR 14  - 2021
	‘A’ LEVEL % Cumulative Grades (2021)


	SUBJECT
	No.

Entered
	A*
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	U

	ART & DESIGN
	6
	33
	33
	67
	100
	100
	100
	100

	BIOLOGY
	69
	23
	65
	90
	97
	100
	100
	100

	BUSINESS STUDIES
	15
	0
	40
	80
	100
	100
	100
	100

	CLASSICAL CIVILISATION
	8
	0
	38
	63
	100
	100
	100
	100

	CHEMISTRY
	36
	25
	61
	81
	100
	100
	100
	100

	DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY
	15
	27
	40
	87
	93
	100
	100
	100

	ECONOMICS
	9
	0
	67
	78
	89
	100
	100
	100

	ENGLISH LITERATURE
	13
	38
	77
	92
	100
	100
	100
	100

	ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNOLOGY
	9
	44
	89
	89
	89
	100
	100
	100

	FOOD & NUTRITION
	18
	17
	50
	89
	100
	100
	100
	100

	FRENCH
	12
	33
	50
	67
	83
	100
	100
	100

	GOVERNMENT & POLITICS
	8
	25
	50
	75
	100
	100
	100
	100

	GERMAN
	4
	25
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
	29
	10
	76
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	HISTORY
	26
	35
	77
	96
	100
	100
	100
	100

	MATHEMATICS
	56
	32
	61
	84
	96
	98
	100
	100

	MEDIA FILM & TV STUDIES
	15
	20
	60
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	MUSIC
	2
	50
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	PHYSICAL EDUCATION
	12
	50
	83
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	PHYSICS
	30
	20
	70
	87
	97
	100
	100
	100

	RELIGIOUS STUDIES
	15
	40
	87
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	SPANISH
	4
	25
	75
	75
	100
	100
	100
	100

	TECHNOLOGY
	5
	0
	40
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100


	
	 
	Cumulative %

	 
	No. entered
	Distinction*
	Distinction
	Merit

	
	
	
	
	

	AGRICULTURE
	5
	100
	100
	100

	CONSTRUCTION
	29
	86
	97
	97

	ENGINEERING
	5
	100
	100
	100


Top achievers at ‘A’ Level were as follows:-

Two pupils attained 4 A* grades – James Craig and Rachel McCartney.

Three pupils attained 4 A*/A grades – Maria Olteanu, Eve Patterson, Grace Reid.

Ten pupils attained 3 A* grades – Cameron Bailes, Jonathan Cochrane, Lana Connolly, Amy Cunningham, Rachel Kennedy, Robert Mark, Erin McCurdy, Joshua McIlhagga, Grace Moore, Hannah Reid.

A further 51 pupils obtained a minimum of 3 A*/A grades – Katie Alexander, Harry Andrews, Brooke Arbuthnot, Linzi Bell, Patrick Browne, James Cahoon, Richard Carson, Ashleigh Church,  Jackson Darragh, Toby Davidson, Naomi Dickey, Joshua Drain, Daniel Elliott, Matthew French, Robert Greer, Luke Gregg, Jack Guild, Ailsa Hamill, David Heaney, Oliver Hunt, Sophie Kennedy, Ellen Lackermeier, Adam Lamont, Kerry Laverty, Leo Law, Jacob Loughridge, Richard Mallon, Joseph Mawhinney, Jonathan McCullough, Beth McIlrath, Kathy McIlveen, Lucy McKane, James McLean, Abbie Millar, Nigel Moore, Zara Mulholland, Lorre Nesbitt, Kaden Patterson, Daniel Pyper, Jason Robinson, Alice Rodgers, James Ross, Rebekah Shipley, Hope Snoddy, William Snowden, Katie Stevenson, Hollie Stirling, Rebekah Strahan, Katherine Stronge, Victoria Turtle, Katelyn Whyte.

G.C.S.E. SUMMARY OF RESULTS OF PUPILS IN YEAR 12 – 2021
	No. of pupils in Year 12
	No. with a Statement of Special Educational Needs
	 No. of eligible pupils entered for  7+ GCSEs
	 % of pupils achieving 7+ GCSEs at 

A* - C

(including English and Mathematics)
	N.I. Grammar School Average

7+ GCSEs

(2019-20)
(including English and Mathematics)
	 No. of eligible pupils entered for 5+ GCSEs
	% of pupils achieving

5+ GCSEs at

A* - C

(including English and Mathematics)
	N.I. Grammar School Average

5+ GCSEs

(2019-20)
(including English and Mathematics)

	180
	1
	180
	99
	N/A
	180
	100
	N/A


G.C.S.E.  PERFORMANCE IN PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS

(TREND DATA) 2017/18 – 2019/20
	
	2017/18
	2018/19
	2019/20

	
	School
	N.I. 

Grammar School Average
	School
	N.I. 

Grammar School Average
	School
	N.I. 

Grammar School Average


	 achieving  7+ GCSEs at Grades A* - C (including English and Mathematics)
	97
	90
	97
	91
	99
	N/A

	 achieving 5+ GCSEs 

 at Grades A* - C (including (English and Mathematics)
	98
	94
	99
	94
	100
	N/A


· Excludes pupils with statements of special educational needs.

· The G.C.S.E. figures for Northern Ireland include pupils who achieved qualifications deemed by the Department of Education to be equivalent to G.C.S.E. level.
· N.I. Grammar School Averages were not published for 2019/2020 and will not be published for 2020/2021.
G.C.S.E. SUMMARY OF SUBJECT RESULTS OF PUPILS IN YEAR 12 – 2021 (Cumulative %)

	SUBJECT
	No. entered
	A*
	A
	B
	C*
	C
	D
	E

	AGRICULTURE
	17
	29
	76
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	ART AND DESIGN
	27
	19
	44
	74
	85
	96
	100
	100

	BIOLOGY 
	79
	30
	76
	90
	97
	100
	100
	100

	BUSINESS STUDIES
	33
	21
	48
	79
	85
	100
	100
	100

	CHEMISTRY
	60
	38
	70
	83
	95
	100
	100
	100

	CONSTRUCTION
	38
	34
	84
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY
	17
	29
	59
	71
	76
	94
	100
	100

	DRAMA
	6
	50
	67
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	ENGLISH LANGUAGE
	180
	18
	53
	80
	92
	100
	100
	100

	ENGLISH LITERATURE
	84
	35
	82
	94
	96
	100
	100
	100

	FOOD & NUTRITION
	56
	23
	50
	84
	91
	100
	100
	100

	FRENCH
	92
	32
	67
	90
	96
	100
	100
	100

	GEOGRAPHY
	34
	18
	53
	76
	82
	100
	100
	100

	GERMAN
	36
	25
	50
	67
	81
	97
	100
	100

	HISTORY
	92
	30
	75
	89
	97
	100
	100
	100

	MATHEMATICS
	180
	23
	71
	97
	99
	100
	100
	100

	MATHEMATICS FURTHER
	69
	45
	79
	90
	95
	97
	100
	100

	MUSIC
	19
	42
	95
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	OCCUPATIONAL STUDIES
	21
	24
	86
	95
	95
	100
	100
	100

	PHYSICAL EDUCATION
	27
	41
	74
	93
	100
	100
	100
	100

	PHYSICS
	67
	43
	73
	91
	100
	100
	100
	100

	RELIGIOUS STUDIES (F.C.)
	15
	80
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100


G.C.S.E. SUMMARY OF RESULTS OF PUPILS IN YEAR 12 – 2021 contd.
	SUBJECT
	No. entered
	A*
	A
	B
	C*
	C
	D
	E

	SPANISH
	44
	48
	69
	80
	86
	100
	100
	100

	TECHNOLOGY
	25
	12
	44
	76
	88
	100
	100
	100


	
	Cumulative % of pupils entered achieving Grades


	SUBJECT
	No. entered
	A*A*
	A*A
	AA
	AB
	BB
	BC*
	C*C*
	C*C
	CC
	CD
	DD/DE


	SCIENCE (D.A.)
	96
	16
	35
	61
	69
	83
	91
	98
	100
	100
	100
	100


	
	
	Cumulative % of pupils entered achieving Grades

	SUBJECT
	No. entered
	A* - A equivalent
	B

equivalent
	C*

equivalent
	C

equivalent
	D
	E

	
	
	9
	8/7
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2

	CLASSICAL
CIVILISATION
	14
	7
	57
	64
	71
	100
	100
	100

	MEDIA FILM &
TV STUDIES


	96
	11
	59
	83
	96
	100
	100
	100


High Achievers

Fourteen young people achieved A* grades in each of their GCSE full courses with Erin Weir attaining 10 A* grades while Sarah Brown, Nicola Cochrane, Caitlin Graham, Hanna Gunning, Katie Lackermeier, Zara Love, Katie McCullough, Ellen McDonald, Natalie Mills, Rebekah Neilly, Lauren Ramsey, Sarah Stirling and Kate Wylie all attained 9 A* grades.

Forty-six pupils achieved a minimum of 9 A*/A grades in their GCSE full courses – Jack Berry, Rachel Black, Dannii Blair, Jacob Bradley, Rory Campbell, Caron Cooke, Aoibhin Cosgrove, Reece Crawford, Daniel Cruikshank, Harry Davidson, Conor Drain, Ben Fleming, Adam Gardiner, Maisie Gibbs, David Gordon, Naomi Gordon, Amy Gregg, Tom Guild, Isobel Henderson, Jo Henry-McCool, Rebecca Hilditch, Amber Hoey, Maria Iatan, Jack Kelly, Emma Kinney, Oonagh Lamont, Erin Maybin, Katie McBride, Ruth McKibbin, Erin Moore, Kadie Orr, Anna Patterson, Kayla Robinson, Penny Sheridan, Louise Surgenor, Georgia Swann, Caitlin Taylor, Charlotte Thompson, Ella L. Thompson, Kai Treon, Rebecca Wallace, Amy Weir, Emma Whyte, Eve Williamson, Emma Wilson, Niamh Wilson.

They were closely followed by a further 23 young people with a minimum of 8 A*/A grades in their GCSE full courses – William Beverland, Lewis Booth, Caitlyn Brown, Alexander Buchanan, Aimee Burnett, Sarah Byrne, Faye Calderwood, Hugo Eddis, Hannah Jess, Mark Kernohan, Lloyd Logan, Lauren McFetridge, Jan McGarel, Etain McGuckian, Aaron McKillop, Thomas McMaster, Leah Nicholl, Olivia Reid, Harry Ross, Aimee Stevenson, Jemma Stirling, Matthew Wilson, Alexandra Workman.

Finally, ten pupils obtained a minimum of 7 A*/A grades in their GCSE full courses – Joshua Ballantine, Anier Campbell, Georgina Cherry, Emily Church, Rachel Craig, Sophie Craig, Elke Hamilton, Patrick Kerr, Rebekah Robinson, Shannon Warwick.

DESTINATION OF LEAVERS IN YEARS 12, 13 AND 14

AND SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
	Leavers destinations


	% of leavers going to


	No. of leavers
	HE
	FE
	Another school
	Jobskills/Training
	Employment
	Other/

Unknown

	Year 12

 20
 
 
	--
	60%
	15%
	15%
	--
	10%

	  Year 13

   5
  

	--
	20%
	--
	40%
	--
	40%

	Year 14

150


 
	95%
	3%
	--
	1%
	1%
	--

	GRAND



TOTAL

175


	82%
	10%
	1%
	4%
	1%
	2%


	Attendance

	No. of possible 

attendance sessions
	No. of sessions

Attended
	%

Attendance

	432,672
	424,945
	98.2


MUSIC EXAMINATIONS
[Due to circumstances of digital exams and personal entries for examinations because of COVID-19 all results may not be accounted for]
	The Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music (ABRSM) and

Trinity Guildhall Results - Academic year 2020/2021



	Alto Saxophone

Grade 2
1 Merit

Bassoon

Grade 5
1 Pass

Cello

Grade 2
1 Merit

Grade 3 
1 Merit

Grade 4
1 Merit

Grade 8
1 Distinction 

Clarinet

Grade 3
1 Pass

Grade 4
4 Distinction, 2 Merit

Grade 5
3 Merit

Double Bass

Grade 3
1 Distinction

Flute

Grade 1
1 Distinction, 1 Pass

Grade 2
1 Merit, 1 Pass

Grade 3
1 Distinction, 2 Merit, 1 Pass

Grade 4
3 Merit

Grade 5
1 Merit, 1 Pass

Grade 6
1 Merit, 1 Pass

Grade 7
1 Merit, 1 Pass

Grade 8
2 Distinction

Piano

Grade 1
2 Merit

Grade 2
1 Distinction

Grade 3
1 Pass

Grade 4
1 Distinction, 1 Merit

Grade 5
1 Distinction, 1 Merit

Grade 6
1 Distinction, 1 Merit, 1 Pass

Grade 7 
3 Distinction, 1 Merit

Grade 8
3 Distinction


	Singing 

Grade 1
2 Distinction, 1 Merit

Grade 5
1 Merit

Grade 6
1 Distinction, 1 Merit

Grade 8
2 Distinction

Viola

Grade 5
1 Pass

Violin

Grade 2
1 Merit, 2 Pass

Grade 4
2 Pass

Grade 5
2 Distinction, 1 Merit

Grade 6
1 Merit

Grade 8
1 Merit

ABRSM Performance Grades

Cello

Grade 5
1 Distinction

LCM Academic Year 2020/2021

Acoustic Guitar

Grade 1
1 Distinction

Grade 2
1 Distinction

Grade 3
1 Distinction




	ROCK SCHOOL – Academic Year 2020/2021



	Acoustic Guitar

Debut

2 Distinction

Grade 1
1 Distinction

Grade 2
1 Distinction

Grade 3
1 Distinction

Bass Guitar

Grade 4
1 Merit

Grade 5 
1 Distinction


	Drumkit

Grade 1
4 Merit

Grade 2
1 Merit

Grade 3
1 Distinction

Grade 7
1 Pass

Electric Guitar

Grade 4
1 Merit

Grade 5
1 Merit




(B)      ACTIVITIES

SPORT (GIRLS)
HOCKEY (2020/2021)   


	Due to COVID-19 there was training only for most teams.

Matches played by:-

1st XI, 2nd XI, U.14A XI, U.13A XI and U.12A/B/C/D XI.




Representative Honours:



Alex Byrne and Katie McCullough
-
Ulster U.16s

CROSS-COUNTRY CLUB 2020/2021

The Cross-Country Club ran for Years 8 and 9 pupils in October this year. Due to the pandemic and restrictions on mixing, Year 8 pupils met outside after school on Fridays whilst Year 9 pupils met after school on Thursdays. There were excellent numbers attending both days, often up to 60 per day. The Club met until just before Christmas. 
Training took the usual form, with the first month being used to introduce pupils to the sport and build up endurance and a little speed. As it was apparent that no school competitions would take place this year, we concentrated on general fitness and simply enjoying running. We combined some speed-work and hill running with endurance training, and this was enjoyed by all in attendance. Although the usual social aspects of our Club were restricted, our pupils were appreciative of simply being able to gather to participate in sport with one another. Hopefully next year will be a return to normal.

SPORT (BOYS)
RUGBY (2020/2021)
1st XV

The 1st XV retained a lot of their personnel from the previous season with the squad bulk being made up of a very strong Year 14 group. There was a lot of hope that Rugby would get up and running, however, this was not the case.  The senior squad worked hard in the gym during pre-season and were delighted to get onto the pitch with the anticipation of the resumption of inter-school sport. This was limited to two games against our Belfast rivals, R.B.A.I. at Osborne Park and M.C.B. on the Millar McBride pitch, each of which resulted in a victory.   The remainder of the season was limited to running challenges, bursts of pitch and gym sessions before we got into the summer term. At this stage we had hoped to play several teams, but the boys got one more chance to pull on their school colours with a game against the Ulster Schools’ U18s. The match was played at Newforge with no spectators allowed, nevertheless it turned into a great game with both teams trying to play an expansive brand of rugby. The Ballymena Academy team was victorious, a welcome victory which marked the end of school rugby for a very talented group of boys.

Medallion XV

This very strong group of players unfortunately did not get to play in the Ulster Schools’ Medallion Shield, a competition in which they would undoubtedly have been ranked among the favourites. In their junior years this group was victorious in the M.C.B. U13 Cup and the R.B.A.I. U14 competition. Thankfully they will have the opportunity to play as a year group in the new Danske Bank Ulster Schools’ U16 Competition to be held in October and November 2022.

U14 XV

The U14s worked incredibly hard throughout a period of restricted activity, their end-of-season sessions and early season form shows how well this team has developed. They enjoyed two summer term games against Foyle College and Limavady Grammar School. Unfortunately, they did not get the opportunity to play in The O’Kane Cup Competition.
U13 XV

The U13 squad was limited to training in curriculum time for most of the year but, when the guidelines relaxed, enjoyed an excellent summer term of rugby with two games home and away to Foyle College.  The team will be excited about the resumption of inter-school sport and an opportunity to play in Cup competitions in the years ahead.

YEAR 8

The Year 8 boys started their rugby career at Ballymena Academy during the second week in September. Large numbers of boys attended every Saturday morning, developing skills, making friends and having fun. The early season rugby sessions were restricted to classroom ‘bubbles’ and for that reason did not permit any inter-school matches. After Easter, and the resumption of contact sports, 70 boys attended training and enjoyed end-of-season games against M.C.B. at A, B, C and D level and subsequently hosted Ballynahinch and Ballymena Club teams at U12 level. 

MUSIC   
Music Lessons

In September the academic year began under the shadow of the continued global pandemic. Department of Education COVID mitigations and guidelines around Music were particularly hard hitting and restrictive. However, after completing a thorough risk assessment and reorganising the Music Department teaching spaces, private peripatetic lessons in all areas were able to restart.  New and re-organised teaching spaces for Wind, Brass and Singing, in a refurbished mobile and Music Room 1, allowed for the 3m distancing stipulated for these lessons.  Electric piano keyboards were also sourced for these new spaces. Google Classrooms were set up for all peripatetic tutors and their pupils in order to help administer timetabling and communication. Other mitigations included the purchase of air purifiers for the practice rooms, which do not have external ventilation, PPE and sanitising resources for music tutors and pupils.

Education Authority (EA) Brass lessons resumed in late October, when E.A. guidance became available.   The Music Department was in communication with the EA throughout this period, and the ensuing year regarding difficulties around EA provision. The year was also fraught with changing guidelines around singing, wind and brass. 

When the second lockdown was implemented, Music Tutors switched to private online ‘Zoom’ lessons, and many, many pupils went on to achieve online grade and performance qualifications with their respective examining boards (Trinity-Guildhall, ABRSM, Rockschool and RGT Guitar).  Caiolin Olphert (Year 13) and Luke Gregg (Year 14) continued as members of the prestigious Ulster Youth Orchestra, which switched to an on-line format.

The Music Department was highly proactive in lobbying local Councillors, MLAs and MPs and the Education Minister, Peter Weir, when the Department of Education ruled out the resumption of indoor Wind, Brass, Singing lessons and ensembles on return to school in March. This decision was eventually overturned – a welcome turn of events, especially for ‘A’ Level and GCSE pupils facing the prospect of recording their practical examination evidence outside! However, instrumental ensembles were not to resume until May.

Apart from GCSE and ‘A’ level practicals, singing lessons inside were reinstated in June, and choral singing was only permitted outside. EA Brass lessons only continued as ‘posted’ online materials, not live video lessons. This decision was a source of frustration and dismay, communicated to the EA by many schools, including Ballymena Academy.

Ensembles

Despite the difficulties surrounding mitigations, distancing and seating plans for “track and trace”, choir and instrumental ensemble rehearsals started up in September for ‘bubbled’ year groups. Online Google classrooms were created with guide-tracks and PDFs for each group and all parts in each piece. 
Many customised arrangements and tracks had to be created. Pupils were able to continue and progress in co-curricular music. Senior Choir, Academy Chorale, Chamber Choir, Junior Wind Band, Junior Strings, Senior String Ensemble and Senior Brass Ensemble all met to rehearse. The fuller Senior Ensembles (Senior Wind Band and Senior Strings) were put on hold as pupils focused on  formal assessments. COVID logistics for these rehearsals, which required pupils to have a stand each, were eased by the successful application for an Arts Council grant worth £1,800 to fund a trolley of 20 additional professional Wenger music stands.

The first performance of the year was a special arrangement of the Aaronic Blessing sung and recorded by Chamber Choir for the virtual Prize Giving.

Christmas was not cancelled, and the ensembles mentioned above, along with Year 8 and 9 music classes, created and recorded music for a ‘Christmas Online Music Lesson’ of interactive performances and music activities, with videos, power-point, worksheets and song-sheets, distributed to all feeder primary schools via Google Drive. Thanks go to Mr. D. Ross for his help in recording the ensembles. This was well received by schools, many of which used it as a Christmas learning activity. 
The annual St. Patrick’s Carol Service was, of course, impossible, and in its stead an on-line service was recorded and produced as a Facebook Premier live event. As a result, individual Chamber Choir video submissions were combined and separate choral tracks from individual choir members were mixed and edited to video recordings of the choirs filmed outside.
The resulting service was something of a triumph against adversity and a poignant reminder of the true spirit of Christmas in dark days.  A new carol ‘The Kerry Carol’ was specially composed and sung by the Chamber Choir to mark the retirement of Deputy Principal, Mrs. Julie Connor - an unstinting supporter and encourager of Music in the Academy.  Miss A. Wilkinson, Mr. B. Thompson, Mrs. E Church, Ms R. Durston and Mr. G. Murray all led rehearsals. Thanks are expressed to Miss A. Wilkinson, Mr. B. Thompson and Mr. M. Christie for their assistance in recording vocal guide tracks. Thanks also to Mr. D. Ross and Mr. J .Owens who mixed audio and video tracks alongside Mrs Church, and former pupil Mr. Brian Adams who filmed and edited the Carol Service production footage alongside Mr. Alan Kirk of ArkMedia.

During the post-Christmas lockdown pupils continued with their music at home in many creative forms, getting involved in online recordings with international choirs and bands, including ‘The Bands of Ireland’ virtual performance, part of the International St. Patrick’s Festival.   Many of these achievements were highlighted during the year on Facebook, with specially edited recordings, including a special virtual ‘A’ Level ensemble performance for Valentine’s Day, and Joshua McIlhagga (who progressed to the heats of BBC School Soloist of the year before it was cancelled) singing ‘Bring Him Home’.

Over Easter, all the ensemble and choral Google Classrooms were reloaded with new music and new guide tracks in preparation for an end-of-term Summer Concert.  As soon as restrictions on instrumental rehearsals were lifted in May, groups met again (with the exception of choirs which remained limited to outdoor gatherings) under the leadership of their respective staff and peripatetic conductors.
With Senior Pupils again engaged in formal assessments, recordings could only be made in June. Mrs Church mixed the audio tracks from the choirs and Mr. Alan Kirk (ArkMedia), assisted by Ben Montgomery (Year 11) second camera operator, filmed and edited the performances. The resulting Summer Concert, which garnered over 7,500 views on the Ballymena Academy Facebook page, and over 12,000 views on the ‘Love Ballymena’ Facebook Page, was a tremendous testament to the resilience and creativity of all the pupils and staff involved.


A new venture was undertaken in July as a result of a successful bid to the Department of Education for funding for COVID recovery Summer Schemes. A week-long ‘Music and Fun’ scheme ran for Academy pupils during the second week of July, incorporating instrumental ensembles, music theatre song and choreography, and fun activities ranging from pond dipping with Mr. W. Warwick, to treasure hunts and rocket building and launching with a compressed air-launcher.  Mr. Stuart Beattie, our peripatetic piano and singing tutor, ably undertook the role of scheme co-ordinator with support from Mrs. Church. He, Mr. D. Ross (BA staff) and Mr. C. Aiken (peripatetic tutor and former pupil) all led daily sessions, assisted by recent/past pupils Eve Patterson, Jonathan Cochrane, Bethan McLaughlin and Jack Aiken.  Forty-two pupils engaged with real enthusiasm and enjoyment, and excellent feedback was received from both participants and parents.

In closing, thanks must again be made to the Music Department and peripatetic staff mentioned previously, who led ensembles which represented the school in the Summer Concert and throughout the year in such challenging circumstances, and in facilitating music lessons, enabling pupils to achieve online grade qualifications and performance opportunities. Thanks also to all those named above who rose to the technical challenges of creating, recording and editing audio and video, or using and gaining skills in creating new ways of doing things and new opportunities such as the Summer Scheme.   It has surely been a season like no other.

Staff and pupils now look hopefully towards the return and rebuilding of musical events within the Academy, which carry such a valuable and valued ethos to all involved in school, and to many in the community.
 (E. Church – Head of Music)
DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD SCHEME



The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme in school continues to grow each year with more and more students enrolling.

At Bronze Award level students are required to undertake a period of volunteering in the local community, participate in some form of physical recreation, develop a skill and complete a challenging expedition.

At Gold Award level students are required to complete the same sections as at Bronze level, but for a longer period of time.  In addition to these areas, students must also complete a five-day residential programme.

BRONZE:
Jacob Bradley, Adam Douglas, Elke Hamilton, George Kenneway, Mark Kernohan, 

Lloyd Logan, Sarah Mackenzie, Gary McCready, Sam McDowell.
GOLD:
Harry Bill, Harry Fleming, Ben McKane, Alex McLeister, Jessica Quail.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, many pupils have been unable to complete all of their activities at this time.  To this end, the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award has brought in “The Certificate of Achievement”.   This is a formal recognition, by the DofE of pupils’ dedication to their programmes and everything they have achieved to date in Volunteering, Physical Activity and Skill Development as well as their resilience in coping with ongoing uncertainty.

Pupils who have received this certificate to date are:
	BRONZE:
	Ellie Bradley, Maddie Carter, Henry Casson, Rayann Edris, Glen Espie, Marian Farquhar, William Francey, Cathy Gilmore, Mark Glenn, Eva Kelly, Alexander Marks, Max McVeigh, Amy Millar, Abi Montgomery, Ellie Paul, Emma Weir.




GOLD:  
James Craig, Rachel McCartney.
(C)   OVERVIEW OF CAREERS EDUCATION, INFORMATION, ADVICE AND GUIDANCE

Ballymena Academy gives full recognition to the importance of Careers Education, Information Advice and Guidance as part of the general personal development of the pupil.

An integrated programme of Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance aims to develop knowledge, skills and personal qualities which will enable pupils to manage their career development effectively, to make informed choices at transition points, to formulate and to implement personal career plans.

Pupils in the middle and senior school follow a structured time-tabled programme of Careers Education taught by a team of Careers teachers.  Using a variety of strategies and resources pupils are given an opportunity to develop knowledge and understanding of themselves, the world in which they live, and the employment and career opportunities that are available so that they can effectively manage transition from school to adult life, further and higher education, employment and training.

Formal careers guidance interviews are an important component of the school’s careers programme.  All pupils at ‘transition points’ i.e. Years 10, 12 and 14, have the opportunity to benefit from careers interviews which are conducted in school by their careers teacher, and/or the Department for the Economy (DfE) Careers Adviser.  They are impartial, carefully planned and include advice focused on the career needs of individual pupils.  Careers teachers and the Careers Adviser are available throughout the year for consultation.

Pupils have ready access to careers information of good quality and breadth (including interactive computer programs and Internet resources) as an integral part of their Careers programme.  It is held in a purpose-built careers suite comprising four interview rooms and a well-stocked careers library.  All pupils have the opportunity to take advantage of the short term borrowing facility.

The careers programme is enhanced by purposeful links developed with staff from Further and Higher Education, the Department for the Economy (DFE) and employers.  

Careers information is supplemented by a careers convention and by visiting speakers from further and higher education, the DfE (Department for the Economy) and occupations which reflect a full range of the career interests of the pupils.

Pupils in Year 13 have the opportunity to spend a period of time work shadowing which informs their decision-making in relation to their general vocational and specific occupational interests.

Throughout the Sixth Form pupils are invited to attend university and college ‘Open Events’.  This year these take the form of “virtual” open days.
In Year 10 parents can discuss options available for GCSE with a member of the Careers Department at a Parents’ Consultation interview.  In August, after the publication of GCSE results, Year 12 pupils and their parents are invited to discuss post-GCSE options with a careers teacher.  Information events are held for the parents of pupils in Year 11 and Year 13, focusing on transition post-GCSE and post-16 respectively.  Other opportunities to communicate with careers teachers and the DfE careers adviser arise during Parents’ consultations and the Careers Convention.

Many subjects have the potential to make valuable contributions to each pupil’s general vocational development and emerging occupational interests.  The cross-curricular components of careers which flow naturally and realistically from the content and methodology of each subject help pupils to appreciate the coherence of their total curriculum.

Personal Career Planning is very much a central part of the school’s Careers Education and Guidance Programme.  This is a continuing and evolving process - introduced in Year 10 - involving documented self-awareness, decision-making, planning and research pertinent to the pupil’s individual needs. 
A copy of the school’s CEIAG Policy is available on request.


(D)  SECURITY  POLICY
The security of all those who use the school premises and their property, along with that of the premises themselves, is prioritised by the Board of Governors.  Stringent efforts are made to ensure that proper security measures are in place and observed while still recognising the need for appropriate access to all users, including visitors.  As, and when required, additional measures are recommended to the Senior Leadership Team and thereafter to the Board of Governors.

A security policy has been established by the Board of Governors and copies are available to parents on request.

Remote control barriers are in place on main driveways.  A close circuit television system is in operation.  There is also camera surveillance of traffic entering the grounds.  All visitors are directed to the main school entrance and reception area, where access is monitored and a record of visitors kept.  Visitors’ badges are issued at the office for visitors accessing any part of the buildings other than the main reception area, Careers Suite and the Principal’s office.

An intruder alarm system has been installed in the most vulnerable areas of the school buildings.  

In line with Department of Education requirements and in keeping with Child Protection Regulations all members of staff, governors and volunteers are subject to Access NI clearance.

(E)  RELATIONSHIPS AND SEXUALITY EDUCATION

RSE focuses on the quality of relationships between family members, with an emphasis on stability, respect, caring and support in the home and thus in society.  The RSE programme is provided in the broader context of health, personal, social and moral education and is delivered within such subjects as Learning for Life and Work (P.S.H.E.), Science, Religious Education, English, Home Economics and, where appropriate, through our Pastoral Care system. 

(F)  ANTI-BULLYING POLICY

Pupils’, parents’ and staff perceptions show that bullying is not a significant feature of Ballymena Academy.  The Anti-Bullying Policy recognises that this school must be vigilant and accepts its responsibility to seek to prevent bullying, to support those who are bullied and to enable young people and parents to report bullying in the confidence that their concerns will be dealt with sensitively and effectively.

Adopting a proactive approach to the issue, Anti-bullying information is regularly conveyed to pupils in a wide variety of ways throughout the year.

The school liaises closely with other schools, statutory agencies and organisations in the community to help in its work to eliminate bullying of all kinds, as part of its overall commitment to Child Protection and to providing a safe and secure learning environment.

(G)  SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

The School Development Plan was revised in line with the “Every School a Good School” policy and the regulations of the Department of Education.  The School Development Plan brings together the school’s priorities and the key outcomes and targets needed to achieve these. This provides clear guidance for the school and the emphasis is very much on safeguarding the young people, supporting their learning and attainment and making best use of available resources.  
(H)     
SUMMARY FINANCIAL STATEMENT


 for the year ended 31st March, 2021.

	REVENUE  ACCOUNT

	
	£
	£

	GROSS INCOME

Department of Education Grant

Other Income
	6,388,329
126,434
	6,514,763

	EXPENDITURE

Teaching Staff Costs

Non-Teaching Staff Costs

Other Operating Costs
	5, 192,004
635,868
581,992
	6,409,864

	Operating Surplus / (Deficit) for year
	
	+104,899


	CAPITAL ACCOUNT

	
	£
	£

	EXPENDITURE FOR YEAR

Interest paid
	35,789
	35,789

	INCOME FOR YEAR

Capital Fees
	168,024
	168,024

	
	
	

	Capital Surplus / (Deficit) for year
	
	132,235


(I) THE CURRICULUM 2021/2022
Period allocations shown per fortnight.

 (a)  YEARS 8/9
	Area of Learning
	Contributory Elements
	YEAR 8

Periods
	YEAR 9

Periods

	Language and Literacy
	English and 

Media Education
	12


	8

	Mathematics and Numeracy
	Mathematics

including

Financial Capability
	12


	8

	The Arts
	Art and Design

Drama

Music
	4

2

4


	4

2

4

	Environment and Society
	Geography

History
	6

6


	6

6

	Modern Languages
	French

Spanish   
	8

0


	7

8

	Science and Technology
	Science

Technology and Design
	8

4


	12

4

	Learning for Life and Work
	Home Economics

Learning for Life and Work
	4

4


	4

1

	Physical Education
	Physical Education and Games
	8
	8



	Religious Education
	Religious Education
	4
	4

	Additional Studies
	Digital Technology


	4
	4


JUNIOR SCHOOL (KEY STAGE 3) ORGANISATION

	KEY STAGE 3
	Eng./Maths/
Geog./Hist./Lang./L.L.W./R.E.
	Sc./Tech./P.E./Art/Drama/
Music/Digital Technology/H.E.



	YEAR 8
	6 groups of 28/30
1 group of 22
	9 groups of 22 or 23



	YEAR 9
	6 groups of 29 or 30


	8 groups of 22 or 23


JUNIOR SCHOOL (KEY STAGE 3) YEAR 10 CURRICULUM 2021/2022
Period allocations are per fortnight.

	Area of Learning
	Contributory Elements
	YEAR 10

Periods

	Language and Literacy
	English with Drama and 

Media Education
	12


	Mathematics and Numeracy
	Mathematics

including

Financial Capability
	11


	The Arts
	Art and Design

Music
	3
3


	Environment and Society
	Geography

History
	6
6


	Modern Languages
	French

German OR Spanish
	6
6


	Science and Technology
	Science

Technology and Design
	12
4


	Learning for Life and Work
	Employability

   
}

Local & Global Citizenship   
}

Personal Development
   
}

Home Economics
	2
4


	Physical Education
	Physical Education and Games
	6


	Religious Education
	Religious Education
	4


	Additional Studies
	Careers Education

Digital Technology


	1
4



*     Alternate weeks
JUNIOR SCHOOL (KEY STAGE 3) ORGANISATION

	KEY STAGE 3
	Eng./Maths/
Geog./Hist./Lang./
L.L.W./R.E.
	Sc./Tech./P.E./Art/Drama/
Music/Careers/H.E./
Digital Technology

	YEAR 10
	6 groups of 29 or 30


	8 groups of 22 or 23


Classes are generally unstreamed throughout Key Stage 3.
MIDDLE SCHOOL (YEARS 11 and 12 – KEY STAGE 4)

CURRICULUM AND ORGANISATION – 2021/2022
[image: image3.png]GOSE SUBJECT CHOICE 2021 - 2023
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	Subject 
	Period Allocations per fortnight:-

	English Language with English Literature/Media Studies/ Essential Skills (Communication)
	17 periods 

	Physical Education 

Games 
	2 periods Year 11 / 1 period Year 12

4 periods 

	Religious Studies (Short course) / LLW


	4 periods

	Careers Education 
	1 period Year 12


	Double Award Science 

	18 periods

	Agriculture & Land Use 

Art & Design 

Biology

Business Studies 

Chemistry

Classical Civilisation 

Construction

Digital Technology 

Drama

Food and Nutrition

French 

Geography
	
	German

History

Mathematics

Further Mathematics

Music

Occupational Studies 

Physical Education 

Physics 

Religious Studies 

Science Single Award 

Spanish

Technology and Design
	9 periods


Sixth Form Programme 2021 - 2022
The Year 13 Programme 2021 to 2022 is composed of GCE Advanced Subsidiary (‘AS’ Levels), Level 3 BTEC courses and a minority time programme.  It is designed to provide depth and breadth of study.

Normally pupils will take four subjects and the enrichment programme in Year 13.  Pupils will select three of these subjects which they intend to continue with in Year 14 - thus completing three full ‘A’ level, or equivalent, programmes.  The fourth subject will be studied in Year 13 only and taken as an ‘AS’ level or Certificate.  BTEC qualifications are two years in duration.  In some cases, pupils may opt to take all four subjects to A2 level, providing they meet the set criteria.  Since the purpose of the structure is to provide a course which has breadth and balance, it is recommended that one of the Year 13 subjects should be in a contrasting discipline.  

Subjects offered:-

	· Agriculture (BTEC)
· Art and Design
     Biology

· Business Studies

     Chemistry

· Classical Civilisation (Linear qualification)
· Construction (BTEC) Single/Double Award
· Digital Technology
· Economics
· Engineering (BTEC)
English Literature

· Environmental Technology

     French
     Further Mathematics

     Geography


	German 

· Government & Politics

· Health and Social Care 
· History
· Mathematics

· Media Studies (Linear qualification)
· Music
· Nutrition and Food Science
· Performing Arts
· Physical Education
Physics
· Religious Studies
Spanish

     Technology & Design 


· Subjects marked in this way may be taken without previous GCSE study.  See subject information for entry requirements.
The Enrichment Programme  -  dependent on a pupil’s subject combination and time-tabling.
This may consist of:-

Year 13

2 periods per fortnight of Careers Education



4 periods per fortnight of Games



Study Periods

Year 14

2 periods per fortnight of Careers Education



4 periods per fortnight of Games



Study Periods

A wide variety of enrichment activities are provided through the Co-curricular programme.
Please note that as far as the Year 13 programme is concerned, very occasionally minor restrictions in choices may occur, given constraints of time-tabling and the viability of classes.  However, every effort is made to accommodate individual pupil choices within the framework presented.

(J)     SCHEDULE OF HEADS OF YEAR

AND TUTORS 2021/2022
	YEAR 8
	HEAD OF YEAR : Miss E. Forsythe

TUTORS:
8.A
Mrs. J. McFarland

Mr. J. Andrews
8.B
Mrs. A. Hannawin

Miss T. Coulter
8.C
Mrs. C. McCullough

Miss E. Heron
	PASTORAL ADVISER : Mrs. H. Browne
8.D
Mrs. D. Murray

Miss E. Martelli
8.E
Miss G. Allen

Mrs. H. Graham
8.F
Mrs. G. Douglas

Miss A. Doyle
8.G
Mrs. L. Doherty


Mrs. K. Lyons



	YEAR 9
	HEAD OF YEAR : Mr. S. Johnston
TUTORS:
9.A
Mr. T. Bell
9.B
Mr. B. Thompson
9.C
Mrs. R. Hamill/Mrs. R. Matchett
	PASTORAL ADVISER:   Mrs. N. Taggart
9.D
Mr. P. Scullion
9.E
Mrs. J. Craig
9.F
Mrs. A. Martinez Linares


	YEAR 10
	HEAD OF YEAR : Mrs. L. Robinson
TUTORS:

10.A
Mr. J. Turtle
10.B
Mrs. L. Reid/Miss E. Greer
10.C
Mrs. A. McCarry

	PASTORAL ADVISER : Mr. A. Munce
10.D
Mrs. K. McCann /


Mrs. E. Stevenson
10.E
Mr. D. Ross
10.F
Miss C. Featherstone



	YEAR 11
	HEAD OF YEAR : Mr. A. Moore
TUTORS:

11.A       Mrs. B. Smyth/Mrs. M. Glass
11.B        Mrs. E. Church
11.C        Mrs. C. Louw

	PASTORAL ADVISER : Miss K. Wylie
11.D
Mrs. J. Adam / Miss R. Hamilton
11.E
Mr. P. Reid
11.F
Mr. D. Huston
11.G      
Mrs. L. Nelson / Miss R. Hamilton


	YEAR 12
	HEAD OF YEAR : Miss C. McAllister
TUTORS:

12.A       Dr. C. Donnelly / Mrs. H. Duff
12.B        Mr. K. Moore
12.C        Mr. D. McClelland

	PASTORAL ADVISER : Mr. A. Blacoe

12.D
Miss D. McNeill

12.E
Mrs. C. McNeilly /

     Mrs. E. Borthwick

12.F
Mr. R. Hayes

12.G      
Mrs. S. Monteith



	HEAD OF SIXTH FORM:   Mr. T. McLeister



	YEAR 13
	HEAD OF YEAR : Mrs. C. Oakes
TUTORS:

13.A
Dr. G. Pyper

13.B
Mr. J. Donnelly

13.C
Mrs. L. Hunter
	PASTORAL & LEARNING SUPPORT :



Mrs. C. Harris

13.D
Mrs. H. Duff / Mrs. L. Creith

13.E
Mr. W. Kerr

13.F
Mrs. S. Shaw

13.G
Miss R. McVea


	YEAR 14
	HEAD OF YEAR : Mrs. C. Simpson

TUTORS:

14.A
Mr. M. Christie

14.B
Mrs. R. Reid

14.C
Mrs. R. Coulter
	PASTORAL & LEARNING SUPPORT :


Mrs. E. Liggat/Mrs. G. Hallam
14.D
Mr. G. Murray

14.E
Mrs. A. McDonald

14.F
Mr. A. McKay / Mr. J. Pedlow

14.G
Dr. A. Livingston/Miss A. Wilkinson
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