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Voluntary Grammar School (Non-Denominational)

Fax No.:

Ballymena (028) 2563 0855







  Co-Educational (Day)

Website:  
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              Enrolment No.         1200

E-mail:  

 info@balacademy.ballymena.ni.sch.uk 




              Age Range:   11-18 years

Principal:  Mr. S. W. Black, M.Sc., PGCE, PQH (NI)
Chairman of the Board of Governors:   Mr. J.T. McKervill, LL.B.
 “Ballymena Academy Cares for the Individual and Inspires Learning and Achievement”

CRITERIA FOR TRANSFER BETWEEN SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

CRITERIA FOR ADMISSION TO BALLYMENA ACADEMY IN FORMS OTHER THAN YEAR 8
ADMISSIONS TO YEARS 9 – 12

The Board of Governors has approved the criteria described below and has delegated the task of applying these criteria to the Principal.

Applications should be made, in writing, to the School as appropriate.

	[1]
	Provided there is room in the appropriate year group, and the Long Term Enrolment figure set by the Department of Education,  places may be awarded to pupils from other schools and colleges. 



	[2]
	In the event, either of over-subscription in a particular year group or the school’s enrolment number being exceeded, if all those seeking admission were to be accepted, the following factors will be taken into consideration:
· the most recent reports from the applicant’s present school (and previous schools, if applicable);

· the current enrolment in Ballymena Academy of other members of the applicant’s family, (in proximity of degree) or other close links with Ballymena Academy;

· the degree to which the curriculum followed by the pupil, for whom a place is sought, enables him/her to take on the entire curriculum of the relevant year group in Ballymena Academy;

· the disciplinary record of the applicant in his/her present school or previous school;

· the need not to increase the number of classes in any year group, or the number of pupils in any class, beyond that which is held by the Board of Governors to be desirable.
If there are more applicants than places available in a particular Year Group a rank order will be created, based on the criteria at (2) above, to determine the allocation of places.


	[3]
	Other things being equal, and subject to the availability of places, preference will be given to applicants for Year 11,  then Year 9, then Year 10.   Except in special circumstances (e.g. a family move necessitating a change of school), pupils will not normally be admitted to Year 12.  In such special circumstances it is essential that course compatability enables progression from Year 11 to Year 12 for such applications to be considered.


	[4]
	In making a decision about the admission of a pupil, the school may require an applicant to sit a written assessment.



	[5]
	It is expected that parents or guardians seeking a place for their child in the school will discuss the position with the Principal of his/her present school and the Principal of Ballymena Academy reserves the right to discuss any application with that Principal. 



	ADMISSION TO SIXTH FORM



	 [1]
	Criteria for admission to Year 13



	
	The general criteria have been established to help ensure that:

· Year 13 placement will be in the pupil’s best interests

· he or she is capable of following a two-year course of study involving four subjects to ‘AS’ Level and a minimum of three subjects to Advanced Level

· the pupil’s presence in a class in either Year 13 or Year 14 will not detract from the learning and achievement of others or the teacher’s ability to support their learning and achievement

· decisions on admission to Year 13 and Year 14 are fair and clearly understood and are based on objective criteria

· due regard is given to guidance on admissions issued by the Department of Education (Circular 2013/11)


	
	Criteria for any extra places made available by the Department of Education 

for admission into Year 13 (Sixth Form)

The Department of Education may, in response to a request from a school, increase the number of pupils that the school can admit to its Year 13.  Places that become available in this way shall be allocated only to pupils who meet the basic eligibility criteria for sixth form study (as set out above) and shall be allocated in the order determined by the criteria to be applied in the order set down.

1. Pupils who have most recently completed Year 12 in Ballymena Academy.
2. Pupils from other schools where admission to an extra place at Ballymena Academy has been agreed by the Department of Education.*

* Parents should note how the Department of Education (DE) will, in response to a school’s request, increase the school’s enrolment number in order to allow an extra post-16 pupil to enrol.  DE will only increase the school’s enrolment number if it is content that each external pupil for whom a place is requested would not be able to pursue their post-16 course-choices at a suitable school without undertaking an unreasonable journey (i.e. a journey that by public transport would be over an hour from where the young person lives).  If DE finds that no other suitable school may provide all of the post-16 courses that the pupil wishes to pursue – then DE will agree a school’s request for an extra place.

What is a school of a type that is suitable for a pupil?  To determine this, DE first considers all schools to be one of 4 types: (i) denominational (ii) non-denominational (iii) Integrated; and (iv) Irish-medium.  A school requesting an extra place for a post-16 pupil will belong to one of these 4 types and DE will consider any other school from this same type as suitable for the pupil.  DE will also consider as suitable for the pupil any school of the same type as that attended by the child in Year 12.


	
	Criteria


1.1
Criteria for admission to Year 13 

Pupils will normally1 be required to have achieved:-

1.1.1
a minimum of seven GCSE passes at grades A* - C (including English and Mathematics), at least four of which 
must be grade B or better, with sufficient GCSE passes at the appropriate level in relevant subjects to enable 
them to access four subjects at ‘AS’ level, at least three of which they can take to A2 level.

1.1.2
a grade B or higher in GCSE (at higher tier) in each of  the subjects which  the pupil  intends to take at ‘AS’ 
level and the standard required by subject-specific criteria 

OR


In any subject which does not stipulate a B grade, or higher, in a specific GCSE subject as a criterion for entry 
to ‘AS’ study, then a B grade, or higher, in a subject identified as related to that which the pupil wishes to take 
will be required.

While priority will be given to eligible applicants who have taken their GCSEs at Ballymena Academy, pupils must:      

1.1.3
have achieved sufficient GCSE passes at the appropriate level in relevant subjects to enable them to access four 
subjects as ‘AS’ level, at least three of which they can take to A2 level.

1.1.4
have a satisfactory behaviour and attendance record in their schooling to date.  A satisfactory attendance rate is 
defined at 90%, or higher.
Applicants from schools other than Ballymena Academy should note that their previous school will be asked to confirm their disciplinary and attendance record.  The Principal shall determine what is ‘satisfactory’ in all instances.

1.1.5 Take four ‘AS’ subjects for the duration of Year 13 and sit ‘AS’ examinations in those subjects at the end of the year.

1Normally

The only exceptions are pupils for whom a special circumstance exists and who come very close but do not completely satisfy some of the criteria.

Some exemption may be given for pupils who, because of special circumstances, for which there is contemporary objective evidence, did not achieve the GCSE grades which were predicted for them.

In such cases the school must be satisfied that:

· there is contemporary evidence of the special circumstance

· there was some detrimental impact on the pupil’s GCSE attainment

· the pupil is capable of taking on a demanding course of study at Advanced Level

· the pupil has a satisfactory behaviour and attendance record (Attendance may be lower than is normally required but absences will be related to the special circumstance).

1.1.6 Agree to abide by the school rules and regulations, to co-operate with staff and to spend time beyond the school day on homework, independent study, revision and preparation.   Pupils and their parents must sign the Sixth Form Agreement.



	
	Subject-specific criteria

1.1.7
Subject-specific criteria, which are agreed and published in advance, will be applied.  Failure to reach the 
required standard will mean that the subject cannot be taken and this may mean that the pupil is unable to enter 
Year 13. 

Some subjects (normally no more than two) may be taken at ‘AS’ level without previous study at GCSE.  In such subjects it may be possible for a pupil who has previously studied the subject to GCSE level and attained a ‘C’ grade to take the subject at ‘AS’, provided that:

· the individual meets the entry requirements for three other subjects

· there is room in the classes, and no pupil with an A* - B grade is prevented from taking the subject

· Grade A* - B has been achieved in a related subject 

· the teacher’s GCSE forecast in the subject was at least grade B

· both the subject teacher and Head of Department support the pupil’s admission to this subject on the basis of that pupil’s record: application to his or her studies, including Coursework/Controlled Assessment and homework, attendance and behaviour.

1.1.8
In the case of a subject not available as a GCSE, subject-specific criteria apply.

1.1.9
Where a subject is over-subscribed (i.e. where there are more pupils wanting to take the subject than there are 
places available), criteria will be applied but preference will be given to:

(a) those who originally opted for the subject when choices were made

(b) those whose original subject choice could not be accommodated in full 


After that, pupils with higher GCSE grades shall have preference.



	[2]
	Criteria for admission to Year 14


	
	Progression from Year 13 to Year 14 is not automatic.  In Year 13 pupils take ‘AS’, a separate stand-alone qualification which can be integrated with ‘A’ levels.

Pupils wishing to progress to Year 14 must normally2:-

2.1
have achieved:

-  a minimum of four ‘AS’ pass grades or, in exceptional circumstances, three ‘AS’ pass grades where there is 
evidence  that  the  pupils  sustained their efforts in the fourth subject (e.g. Year 13 report, referral for non-
completion of homeworks, performance in assessment tasks, conduct/application and attendance) 

and



- a minimum of 80 points from the three ‘AS’ subjects being carried forward to A2 level.

2.2
have a satisfactory record of behaviour and attendance during Year 13.  A satisfactory attendance rate is defined
as  90%, or higher.

2.3
must take at least three of their ‘AS’ subjects through to A2 and continue with those subjects through Year 14.

2In the case of progress to Year 14, a pupil who fails to meet the required standard, for whom a special circumstance exists and for which the school has documentary evidence, may be allowed to repeat Year 13, provided that he or she has a satisfactory behaviour record.
Except in special circumstances (e.g. a family move necessitating a change of school), pupils will not normally be admitted to Year 14.  In such special circumstances it is essential that course compatability enables progression from ‘AS’  to A2 for such applications to be considered.
The above information is kept under review and may be subject to alteration.
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