Parent’s Guide – How can I help??
Year 10
The most important contribution a parent can make to their child’s study of history is to encourage an interest in the subject.
It is almost impossible to channel surf these days without encountering a fantastic history programme. Indeed satellite T.V. provides a number of specialist history channels.  Perhaps your children have come across the Horrible Histories series of books which is a brilliant, if rather gruesome, introduction to the subject. Maybe family holidays have included visits to an historical site which your child really enjoyed. 

Build on this interest by encouraging their interest in the subject even if the topics are vastly different to what they are studying in school.

Skills
The study of History is primarily about acquiring and developing skills. Long gone are the days of rote learning of facts and endless testing of dates. The skills your child will learn are crucial for their survival in the modern world.

They include:

1. Causation - explaining why events in the past happened

2.   Empathy - understanding what it was like to live in the past and how people's attitudes, views and beliefs were different from today.

3. 
Interpretation - how people have different views about events in the past and why.

4. 
Source evaluation - using documents to find out about the past and evaluating them for reliability and usefulness
Exercise books

Keep an eye on your child’s exercise book. This contains all the notes your child will need to prepare for exams including many of their written homeworks and will give you a good indication of the type of work being done in the classroom. The book should be neat and well presented throughout – this can be a weakness for many pupils.
Homeworks

Pupils receive regular written homeworks in history. These can take the form of question answering, newspaper articles, posters, timeline work, stories, obituaries, diaries and many others. Encourage your child to do their best and try to improve as the year progresses – often teachers will give individual pupils specific advice to act upon, look out for this.

Keep an eye on the spelling, punctuation and grammar used in these homeworks – this area can always be improved and is a particular weakness for some students.
Assessments

Half term tests are carried out across the department and serve as a good indication of progress. These are usually sat in the week before the half term holidays and will test the work studied in that term only. These tests require careful revision (see later section) and can help pupils prepare for the main exams at Christmas and in June.

Small class tests are set at the teacher’s discretion and usually occur at the end of major topics. These also require adequate preparation. Look out for these tests in your child’s homework diary.

A 1St World War project is completed in Jan-Mar of Year 10. This constitutes 20% of the June exam mark and is an opportunity to introduce pupils to coursework, which is a vital part of many subjects at GCSE. The project contains a number of whole class topics but also the chance for pupils to research and produce articles of their own. Many pupils take this opportunity to research relatives who fought and died in WW1 – perhaps you could assist in this exciting investigation? Pupils are also encouraged to produce a PowerPoint or short film on the war as part of their final project and this is great chance to learn new ICT skills.

Some pupils find it difficult to discipline themselves to gradually produce the series of articles which go to make up the overall project. Throughout the 3 month study all their homeworks are committed to this piece of work and they are never without something they could be working on. With hard work they will produce a project to be proud of 

Exams are sat in history at Christmas and at the end of the summer term. Pupils will be tested on the topics studied in the Autumn term in December and on the topics studied in the spring and summer term in June. The main focus of these exams is on the skills being developed (see section on Historical skills) however a pupil cannot succeed in a history exam without basic factual knowledge. Preparation for these examinations is vital.

Revision

The content that needs revised for all tests and exams is contained within the pupil exercise book. Textbooks can be used to supplement and explain the pupils own notes but do not need to be learnt to succeed in assessments.
The most effective revision is active revision. Pupils should practise the sort of questions that they can expect in the examination. Oral or written testing of their basic factual knowledge is very useful in assessing their readiness to sit the exam. Pupils can also benefit from making concise revision notes, particularly through the use of mind maps and spider diagrams (these will be developed as your pupil progresses through Key Stage 3). Further advice is available in your child‘s Learning Organiser and revision tips will be discussed in the history classroom.
What next?
Careers and GCSE subject choice advice is provided in the classroom in Year 10. In the Spring of Year 10 pupils will receive a History GCSE flyer to outline some more details about the course at GCSE and some career opportunities for history students. These will also be available from the staff on Year 10 Parents Night. Please feel free to contact the Head of Department for more details
