
                             A copy of the “Big Picture” for Geography is

                             attached to the first page of your child’s workbook.

                             This will clarify the Year 8 course and it identifies    

                             the major points of assessment which you can look 

                             out for in learning organisers.


 Be aware that your child 

 should have an A4 workbook.                                                                                   Check the standard of

 There is no textbook.                                                                                                  presentation in your child’s                                                  

                                                                                                                                     workbook – is it as neat as

                                                                                                                                     possible?

SOME GENERAL

ADVICE

   Be familiar with the                                                                                                Be aware that your child 

     “Big Picture” for                                                                                                      should have 6 colouring

   Geography on the internet.                                                                                      pencils and a small glue 

   From it you can access useful                                                                                 stick in his/her pencil case.

   websites for all Year 8 topics – look

   at these with your son/daughter.

                              Be aware that a coloured sheet is given out at

                              the start of each new topic and stuck into your

                              child’s workbook.  This sheet gives specific details

                              of what is taught in each topic and you can use it to

                              help your son/daughter revise for tests and exams.

ATLAS WORK

 * Have an atlas available in your home.  Look up countries when 

their names occur on news bulletins, planning for holidays, etc.  

Ask your child to identify the continent to which different countries

belong.  Work with latitude and longitude references when using

the atlas.

* Keep a road map of NI in your car.  Use it when planning longer

journeys to familiarise your child with town/county names and to

generally establish a good background knowledge of  NI.


DOMESTIC WASTE


* Be aware of the Reduce, Reuse, Recycle campaign.


Visit the Ecos Centre!


* Look at a day’s waste from your home; familiarise your 


child with the arrangements for disposing of waste from your 
home; go to the local bottle bank with your son/daughter.


* Read the search engine booklet with your child – perhaps ask 


him/her to do a search for information you need.

ORDNANCE SURVEY

* Encourage your child to read a map whenever an opportunity arises e.g.

on information leaflets, maps displayed at a range of public facilities from 

forest parks to shopping centres, following a trail at a visitor attraction 

such as the Folk Park, etc.

* Keep a copy of the OS sheet for this area in your home – use it to

consolidate the map work skills your child will learn in class. 


WEATHER


* Watch the weather forecast with your child.  Ask your 


son/daughter questions about the weather.


* Follow news stories about extreme weather events, 


particularly hurricanes.    

SETTLEMENT

* Encourage an interest in the local history of settlements e.g. through 

a visit to Ballymena Museum.

* Point out interesting articles in the local newspaper regarding 

new housing, shopping developments, etc.

* When walking and driving around the town with your son/daughter 

discuss what you see.
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   websites for all Year 9 topics – look

   at these with your son/daughter.

                              Be aware that a coloured sheet is given out at

                              the start of each new topic and stuck into your

                              child’s workbook.  This sheet gives specific details

                              of what is taught in each topic and you can use it to

                              help your son/daughter revise for tests and exams.


EARTH STORY & GEOLOGY

* Discuss with your son/daughter the type of rock in local 


places which you visit – see basalt on a visit to the Giant’s 


Causeway or granite when in the Mournes.


* The Ulster Museum has a collection of fossils – try the 


web site at www.ulstermuseum.org.uk/fossils/.

ORDNANCE SURVEY
* Encourage your child to read a map whenever an opportunity arises e.g.

on information leaflets, maps displayed at a range of public facilities from 

forest parks to shopping centres, following a trail at a visitor attraction 

such as the Folk Park, etc.

* Keep a copy of the OS sheet for this area in your home – use it to

consolidate the map work skills your child will learn in class. 

LEDC SETTLEMENT

* Encourage your child to use a search engine to discover


specific African, Asian and South American cities – perhaps


focus on a city currently in the news.  Use the worldguide 


section at www.lonelyplanet.com to “visit” a LEDC city.


* Use current events to encourage a broader understanding of life 


in LEDCs – there will be a more detailed examination of this in 


Year 10.
ECONOMIC ACTIVITY                                 
 * Be aware of rural and farming issues as highlighted through

TV programmes (e.g. Country File), newspaper supplements 

(e.g. Farming Life published in the Saturday morning Newsletter) 

and web sites (e.g. www.face-online.org.uk).

* Attend an agricultural show such as the local Ballymena Show or 

even Balmoral Show – try the web site at www.balmoralshow.co.uk
if a visit is impossible.

* Reconstructed farms can be viewed at the Ulster Folk & Transport Museum 
whilst a visit to an open farm provides a flavour of what is happening 

today – try the web site at www.streamvale.com if a visit is impossible.

* Be aware of issues surrounding TNCs and child labour.  Perhaps try

the web site at www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multinational.


ENERGY

* Visit a traditional windmill i.e. the Ballycopeland Windmill.


* Be aware of modern wind turbines in the landscape.  Connect to

the B9 web site at www.b9energy.co.uk – it may be possible to   


arrange a visit to a wind turbine!


* If at the North Coast reflect with your son/daughter on the issue 


of an offshore wind farm.


* Discuss with your son/daughter what has been or could be done 


to save energy around your home and reduce your family’s


carbon footprint.
WEATHERING & EROSION

* Visit Marble Arch Caves – an excellent opportunity to
understand chemical weathering.

* Be aware of features of erosion in the local landscape - the
many river valleys, glaciated valleys such as Glenariff and

sea stacks at the North coast.


POPULATION

* Watch the world population clock at 


www.census.gov/cgi-bin/ipc/popclockw
* Discuss population stories in the news, for example in relation to immigrants and asylum seekers.

* You may wish to look at local population statistics with 

your son/daughter – try www.ninis.nisra.gov.uk or


www.nicensus2001.gov.uk.
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SOME GENERAL
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   websites for all Year 10 topics – look

   at these with your son/daughter.

                              Be aware that a coloured sheet is given out at

                              the start of each new topic and stuck into your

                              child’s workbook.  This sheet gives specific details

                              of what is taught in each topic and you can use it to

                              help your son/daughter revise for tests and exams.

CLIMATE AND ECOSYSTEMS
* Weather has already been covered in Year 8 so keep watching 

the forecast with your son/daughter!  Build up an appreciation of 

how temperature and rainfall conditions vary throughout the year 

and between different parts of the BI.  

* Encourage awareness of climatic conditions in other parts of the

world when an opportunity arises – most especially if you are 

holidaying abroad!
* The world’s ecosystems are the subject of some excellent television 

programmes.  Watch out for quality programmes and encourage your 
son/daughter to watch them.

* Be aware of the threats to ecosystems – the rainforest in particular
is frequently in the news – and discuss these with your son/daughter.

(Are there tropical hardwoods in your home?)

* Remember the Big Picture web sites – there is a mass of material 

on ecosystems on the internet.
* If in the south of England visit the Eden Project but don’t forget the 
Palm House in Botanic Gardens!

NATURAL HAZARDS

* As with ecosystems there are some excellent television programmes

on natural hazards – encourage your son/daughter to watch them.


* Be aware of natural hazards in the news – especially earthquakes 


and volcanoes.  


* The USGS web site (see Big Picture) gives information on all current

earthquakes/volcanoes – including those not making the news.

Alternatively try www.earthweek.com/index.html for an interactive 

map detailing phenomena affecting the world in the current week.

* If in Edinburgh, visit the Dynamic Earth exhibition.

* Remember local volcanic scenery – Slemish and the Causeway of

course but also the Ring of Gullion; a visit to Slieve Gullion Forest Park

provides some really beautiful views. 

DEVELOPMENT

* The gap between the More and Less Economically Developed
Countries is highlighted now in so many ways – news stories,

the work of charity organisations, fundraising events such as 
Red Nose Day or Sport Relief. There should be no problem 
raising your child’s awareness of our divided world.

* Specific indicators of the MEDC/LEDC divide can be accessed 

through the Big Picture web site or in more detail at

www.nationmaster.com/index.php

GLOBAL CITIZENS

* Discuss with your child how water is supplied to and used in your home –
perhaps visit a NI reservoir such as the Silent Valley.  Contrast this with 

the lack of water in LEDCs – view the website of the Water Aid charity at 
www.wateraid.org/uk

* Draw attention to any news coverage or charity work connected to the

AIDS crisis.


* Identify Fairtrade products on a visit to the supermarket or the use of
Fairtrade products in cafes – M&S and Starbucks are interesting examples.
* Beyond the discussion of water, AIDS and trade, there are many more issues for a global citizen to consider.  Encourage your son/daughter to 

become more globally aware with some extra reading – try, for example,

www.globaleye.org.uk/ or www.un.org/events/tenstories/ or the websites of

any of the major charities.

EU & USA

* There is considerable coverage of both the EU and USA on the
 news – draw the attention of your son/daughter to such stories.

* Be aware of EU funded projects in NI.
* Try surfing the net for information on EU countries or the USA; 
knowledge can then be tested with games/quizzes – www.lizardpoint.com/fun/geoquiz/euroquiz.html and 
www.members.aol.com/bowermanb/USgames.html
* Global warming is a huge issue – there is some excellent TV coverage.
