Year 10 English ‘Big Picture’
In Year 10 pupils will again focus on Four Core Units designed to develop skills in the three Key Areas of Reading, Writing, Talking and Listening.

Through reading a variety of texts including novels, poetry, drama (including a Shakespeare play), non-fiction and media texts, pupils will further develop their English skills.
Core Units of Work
In English you will study:

· at least one novel

· a range of poetry

· a media unit

· a Shakespeare unit
Reading Skills
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When responding to fiction and non-fiction, pupils will be expected to show higher order skills than in years 8 & 9. They will be expected to INFER and recognise implicit meaning as well as understanding HOW a writer achieves effects (such as tension, excitement, horror) and HOW writers persuade. 

They will also be introduced to the greater challenges of reading and responding personally to a Shakespeare play.

Writing Skills

Pupils will continue to refine their personal, creative and empathetic writing skills. They will develop further their persuasive writing skills so that they can use a range of persuasive techniques confidently and competently.

Talking and Listening Skills
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In Year 10, pupils will be expected to show higher level Talking and Listening skills. As well as listening actively, expressing opinions and discussing with others, giving talks and making presentations (with and without Powerpoint), pupils will participate in a range of drama activities. 
When working in groups with others, pupils will be expected to justify and defend opinions, build on and challenge the opinions of others and, where appropriate, reach a consensus. All pupils will also be given practice in adopting a variety of roles such as chairperson, summarising and reporting back.
Working independently

Year 10 pupils will be required to show greater independence in learning: more group work and problem-solving activities will be built into your course.  Teachers will expect you to be able to manage, persevere in and improve your learning.
How will your learning and progress be recorded?
You will continue to bring your Learning Log to class every day. The Learning Log contains the core learning outcomes for Reading, Writing, Talking and Listening as well as the skills and capabilities which you will develop through your work in English.

You will also record your progress in English and your thoughts about your learning: in this way, you will note any difficulties and aspects with which you need more help so that your teacher can help you improve.

Naturally, your teacher will also continuously assess and record the skills which you develop in English as well as your abilities in self-management, thinking, problem-solving, and decision-making, working with others and managing information.
Assessment

In English the point of all assessment is to identify strengths and weaknesses and SHOW YOU HOW TO IMPROVE. You will be continually assessed in English so you need to make your best effort in every piece of work you are set. The thinking skills and personal capabilities which you develop in class when working both independently and with others will also be assessed. 
As well as regular teacher assessment in the three core skills areas, pupils will use Self and Peer-Assessment to assess each others’ work in English and reflect on and evaluate their own learning and performance in relation to shared criteria. 
Your attainment throughout the year in Reading, Writing, Talking and Listening will be worth 50% of your final mark for English. In June your Reading and Writing skills will be tested in an examination which is worth 50% of your total mark for the year.

Homework
You will have homework two or three times a week which is designed to help you develop key English skills. This may be reading and / or ‘response to reading’ your class novel or poetry, a writing task or research. On several occasions per term you will do one of the Core Assessment Tasks which are done by every class in Year 10. 
