Helping your child with English
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* Encourage your child to read widely: novels, newspapers, plays, poems, web-sites – any stimulating, age-related print-based materials will do!

* encourage your child to join the local library and to borrow regularly from the children’s section in particular.

* help your child to choose stimulating fiction and factual books. Know what your child is interested in! But don’t be afraid to suggest something different form time to time.

* aim for plenty of reading variety: seek advice from the local and school librarians and from your child’s subject teacher. Literacy skills are acquired right across the curriculum. 

* suggest that relatives give books and book tokens as presents.

* encourage your child to make good use of the school library. The English Department in Ballymena Academy organises ‘The Reading Olympics’ which is a wide-ranging scheme run in conjunction with the school library.

Recommended reading related web-sites

http://www.cool-reads.co.uk/
http://www.wordpool.co.uk/index.htm
Writing
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* Take a keen interest in whatever your child writes, be it prose, poetry or drama. Praise and encourage his or her efforts, in all subjects, as often as possible!

* Discuss the content and format of written work with your child. You may be able to suggest improvements on occasion. Check spelling either using a spell-checker or dictionary.

* Encourage your child to use a dictionary and thesaurus: it pays to improve your child’s word power. The more extensive the vocabulary, the more engaging and enjoyable is the writer.

* Encourage your child to keep a vocabulary book for English. Treat English as if it were a foreign language. After all, English is such a rich and ever-changing language that even English teachers learn lots of new English words each week!

*  As well as completing written homeworks, encourage your child to write for enjoyment: eg. Keeping a personal diary, writing to pen-pals, entering young writer / poet / playwright competitions etc.

Recommended writing related websites:

http://kotn.ntu.ac.uk
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/arts/features/howtowrite/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/poetry
Talking and Listening

* Discuss English topics and ‘life in general’ with your child. Listen attentively to your child’s opinions: encourage your child to seek the views and opinions of members of the family circle. Friends and relations can be excellent sources of information and wisdom: ‘Gran’ is well worth listening to!

[image: image3.wmf]* encourage critical use of internet resources. For example, if your child is studying a unit of work on animals, he or she could visit www.rspca.org.uk and select materials with you as preparation for discussion, debate and written work in school.

* discuss with your child what he or she has read, seen on television, at the cinema or at the theatre.

* use rugby matches or hockey games, family occasions and outings as sources of reflective talk

* encourage your child to join a Youth Club, Church group etc. The Young Farmers’ Clubs, for example, have an excellent reputation for promoting debating and public speaking.

Key Words for English and their definitions

Grammatical terms
Adjective – a word which describes a noun

Adverb – a word which describes a verb

Connective – a word which links sentences

Noun – the name of a person, place or thing

Pronoun – a word used in place of a noun (e.g. he, she, it)

Superlative – the highest degree of an adjective or adverb, usually ending in ‘est’ e.g. loudest

Verb – a word which describes an action

Prose terms
Characterisation – how a writer constructs a character

Contrast – how a writer shows differences

First and third person – how a writer tells the story e.g. first person = I; third person = s/he

Narrator – the person who tells the story

Plot – the events of the story

Structure – the organisation of the story

Theme – the main ideas of a story

Poetry terms
Alliteration – words close together which begin with the same sound

Image – a word picture

Metaphor – an imaginative comparison without using ‘like’ or ‘as’

Simile – a comparison using ‘as’ or ‘like’

Onomatopoeia – a word which sounds like the action e.g. splash, hiss

Personification – a type of metaphor which speaks of things as if they were human e.g. the trees whispered

Rhyme – similar sounds at the end of a line

Rhythm – the pattern of beats

Tone – the attitude of the poet or speaker

Drama terms
Accent and voice – the style of speaking the actor chooses for a character

Facial expression – how an actor conveys feeling

Gesture – a movement of hands, head or body to express emotion

Improvisation – acting without a script

Role and role-play – playing the part of another person

Scene – a division of the plot of the play

Stage directions – the instructions the playwright gives to the actors
