Ballymena Academy Year 8 English – the ‘Big Picture’
[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]In English you will cover FOUR CORE UNITS which are designed to help you develop skills in the three key areas of 

Reading

Writing

Talking and Listening
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You will have one period of drama per week (usually in the drama suite) when you will have opportunities to devise and perform role-plays and improvisations, as well as directing and appraising the work of others.

All Year 8 classes also take part in the ‘Reading Olympics’ scheme during one library period per week.

CORE Units of Work

In English you will study:
· at least one novel

· a range of poetry
· newspapers and some other non-fiction material

· language and how it works; rules of grammar and technical aspects of English
Your work in all aspects of English will help you develop:

· as an individual ( eg. you will gain ethical awareness through discussing the moral choices of fictional characters and challenging stereotypical, biased or distorted viewpoints)

· as a contributor to society ( eg. you will explore the power of the media to inform, influence and persuade)

· as a contributor to the environment and the economy ( eg. you will debate issues such as whether we should eat chocolate made by companies which exploit the poor)
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You will have a Learning Log for English which you will bring to class every day. The Learning Log contains the core learning outcomes for Reading, Writing, Talking and Listening, Language use and Drama as well as the skills and capabilities which you will be developing through your work in English.

You will also record your progress in English and your thoughts about your learning in your Learning Log  - you will note any difficulties and aspects with which you need more help so that your teacher can help you improve.

Assessment
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In English the point of all assessment is to identify strengths and weaknesses and SHOW YOU HOW TO IMPROVE. You will be continually assessed in English so you need to make your best effort in each piece of work you are set. The skills and personal capabilities which you develop in class when working both independently and with others will also be considered.
[image: image6.wmf]Your attainment throughout the year in Reading, Writing, Talking and Listening will be worth 50% of your final mark for English. In December and June your Learning in English and your Reading and Writing skills will be tested in an examination which is worth 50% of your total mark for the year.

Throughout the year you will also use self- and peer- assessment to ascertain the extent to which you have met the specified Learning Outcomes for Year 8. At the end of the school year you will record your strengths and weaknesses and how you can improve in English in the Self-Assessment section at the back of your Learning Log.  
Homework

You will have homework regularly which is designed to help you develop key English skills. This may be reading and /or ‘response to reading’ your class novel or poetry, a writing task or research. At least once a term you will do one of the Core English Department Homeworks which are done by every class in Year Eight.

