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SEX   EDUCATION  POLICY





Sex education forms a part of a comprehensive health, personal, social and moral education programme which contributes to equipping  pupils with the skills to manage their lives effectively and to enable them to make informed, healthy choices.  It is a whole-school issue which encompasses the needs of all pupils and is dealt with across the curriculum by trained and informed teachers.





Sex education is taught through the examination of the quality of relationships between family members, with a strong emphasis on stability, respect, caring and support in the home, and thus, in society.  The value of family life is emphasised. Issues surrounding HIV/AIDS, sexuality and abortion are addressed.  The facts are presented in an objective and balanced way, in which pupils are encouraged to reflect on their attitudes and values.  Pupils are also encouraged to distinguish fact from opinion and religious conviction.





Designated members of staff  deal with sex education.  A pastoral care and support programme operates throughout the school.





All members of staff  are expected to be familiar with the content of the sex education policy.





AIMS:


To bring pupils to an awareness of the basis of Christian morality, i.e. chastity before and fidelity during marriage, which is the foundation of our culture.


To equip our pupils to make informed, responsible and healthy choices.


To continue to create a climate of support, confidence and fulfilment.





OBJECTIVES:  In addition to those objectives in the health education policy relevant to sex education.





to encourage pupils to develop a positive attitude towards all bodily functions; 


to encourage pupils to recognise, prepare for and manage growth, development and change;


to encourage pupils to develop relationships based on mutual respect and responsibility;


to encourage an awareness of the law as it relates to sexual behaviour;


to facilitate communication on sexual matters;


to reinforce the role of parents/carers as a major influence on the growth and development of the child.





SEX EDUCATION PROGRAMME


Sex education is provided in the broader context of the teaching of health, personal, social and moral education.  In Ballymena Academy sex education is taught as part of the health education cross-curricular theme : the programme is delivered within such subjects as science, religious education, English, home economics and the Healthy Living Module 1.  It is generally taught in mixed classes and is delivered in a manner which informs.   As far as possible, active, pupil-centred teaching methods are used.  The depth of coverage is gradual, in accordance with the age group addressed, and the programme is co-ordinated to meet the needs of  pupils.  The programme ensures progression and continuity.  For details of content, methodology and evaluation, see Appendix.


�



CONFIDENTIALITY AND ADVICE


Since teachers are not medical professionals, it is inappropriate for them to give contraceptive advice to individual pupils.   Information regarding sources of confidential advice and treatment may however be made available to  pupils.  Any teacher approached by a pupil seeking such advice should refer him/her to the Health Education Co-ordinator who will adopt the following procedure:





Pupils will be asked whether they can/will tell their parent(s) and whether they want help in doing so.  If this takes place, subsequent responsibility lies with the parent(s).  A check will be made that parents have been informed.  Particular care will be exercised in relation to advice for pupils under 17 for whom sexual intercourse is unlawful.  If pupils refuse to tell their parent(s), they will be referred to the appropriate health professional (the pupil’s G.P., the school nurse, Castle Street Clinic).





The Health Education Co-ordinator may report such incidents to the Principal who may consult the appropriate health professional about informing the parent(s).





Disclosure or suspicion of abuse: the school’s child protection procedures will be invoked (see relevant policy).





PARENTAL PARTNERSHIP


Under the Education Act 1993 parents have the right to withdraw their children from all or part of the sex education programme except for lessons taught as part of the statutory programme.





POLICY REVISION


This policy will be kept under review.











