Ref. Numeracy Policy (18.3.02)



NUMERACY  POLICY



DEFINITION



Numeracy is an ‘at-homeness’ with number, the operations on number, the applications of number to a range of everyday situations, the ability to estimate and approximate number in a range of situations, and the representation of number in diverse forms including graphs, charts and tables.



RATIONALE



Numeracy is a key life skill and, as such, must be a core feature of the whole school curriculum.



Numeracy/Mathematics provides a means of communication which is powerful, concise and unambiguous.



Competence in numeracy is essential within the school curriculum and in the wider world of work and leisure.



The development of numeracy is an entitlement for all pupils regardless of perceived ability.





AIMS



To raise numeracy standards by:-



developing approaches and activities which provide both a challenge and a sense of achievement for all pupils;



presenting numeracy as an experience from which pupils derive pleasure and enjoyment, and so promote a positive attitude to mathematical learning;



promoting numeracy development throughout all areas of the curriculum.





OBJECTIVES



In the promotion of numeracy the school seeks to:-



raise the awareness of all staff about their responsibilities for the development of numeracy in their subjects;



develop a co-ordinated approach across the curriculum through a two-way flow of communication between the Mathematics Department and all other contributory subjects to ensure, where possible, agreement on common approaches, notation and language;



ensure that the Mathematics Department acts as a service subject in the development of numeracy for other contributory subjects through the timing of its delivery of particular aspects of numeracy;



ensure that a range of teaching approaches and learning strategies is employed to suit pupils of all abilities;



set targets for improving the performance of pupils with respect to numeracy using data from Key Stage assessment and taking into account annual targets set by DENI and the NEELB;



identify those pupils underachieving in numeracy at Key Stage 3 and address their weaknesses through the provision of Supplementary Mathematics at Key Stage 4 in order to raise their attainment;



encourage the use of ICT to facilitate learning in numeracy in all its application areas;



implement procedures for the monitoring and evaluation of the numeracy provision for all pupils;



encourage parental involvement in the development of their child’s numeracy skills;



ensure that homeworks involving numeracy are relevant to classwork, consolidate numeracy skills, are accessible to all pupils and, where appropriate, open-ended in structure to challenge more able pupils;



encourage a positive attitude to numeracy through out-of-class activities and competitions aimed at raising pupils’ enjoyment of and participation in mathematics.





This policy will be kept under review.	


