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BALLYMENA ACADEMY



CURRICULUM POLICY



Aim

���To provide a curriculum for all of our young people which



fulfils statutory requirements;

is characterised by breadth, balance, coherence, relevance, and progression;

is responsive to the needs of the individual and society.

��2.  Objectives

���The curriculum provided by Ballymena Academy is designed to promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, intellectual and physical development of pupils, and to enable them to:



experience school as a caring supportive community where life is enjoyable and where there is equal provision regardless of their gender, race or culture;

develop as fully as possible their abilities, interests and aptitudes;

have provision, if necessary, should they be identified as having special educational needs;

develop lively enquiring minds, to be capable of independent thought, and to experience enjoyment in learning so that they may be encouraged to take advantage of educational opportunities in later life;

develop appropriate key skills in communication, application of number, information technology, working with others, improving their own learning performance, and problem solving;

have access to those major areas of knowledge and experience which will help them to know more about themselves and the society in which they live;

work in ways which will enhance their self-respect and confidence so that they may be encouraged to take responsibility for themselves and their activities;

develop understanding of the wider community and of the ways in which individuals and groups relate;

gain the skills necessary to respond effectively to social, economic and political changes, and to changing patterns of work;

develop the social skills necessary to work successfully with other people;

be equipped for their adult rôles in society so that they understand the responsibilities of being parents, citizens and consumers;

appreciate and be concerned for the environment;

develop interests and skills which will continue to give personal satisfaction in the use of leisure time.

��Effective Learning

���Learning processes are as significant as curriculum content in determining progress and achievement.  Learning should be experienced as enjoyable, engaging, rewarding and confidence-building.  In this school there is an ongoing extensive programme designed to promote effective learning and achieve stated curriculum objectives.

��Programme

���In Key Stages 3 and 4, the curriculum consists of the Programmes of Study of the Statutory Northern Ireland Curriculum together with optional subjects.  The statutory Educational Themes (Careers Education, Cultural Heritage, Economic Awareness, Education for Mutual Understanding, Information Technology and Health Education) are taught in a cross-curricular fashion (Careers Education has a timetable slot from Year 10 onwards).



The Sixth Form programme is composed of Advanced level subjects (usually 3) and an enrichment programme.    



The school uses the subject specifications of the NICCEA (Northern Ireland Council for the Curriculum Examinations and Assessment) unless there are compelling reasons to use those of other boards.



In Key Stage 4, the GCSE subject specifications are subsumed into the related Programme of Study where applicable.



All areas of knowledge have parity of esteem and are impartially promoted : Creative and Expressive Arts, English, Environment and Society, Languages, Mathematics, Religious Education, and Science and Technology.



Every effort is made within the constraints of finance, personnel and time-table to make adequate provision for these areas of knowledge.



Programme details are listed in Appendix 1.

��Management and Development

��5.1�Curriculum Committee



Membership:	Principal (Chair), Deputy Principal, Vice-Principals, Heads of

		Department, Heads of Subject, Co-ordinators of Educational 			Themes, School Librarian (on invitation).



Rôle:		Appraisal and development of curriculum.



Educational Theme Co-ordinators chair sub-committees whose members are drawn from those departments involved in teaching the content of each theme.

��5.2�Curriculum Development Advisory Committee (C.D.A.C.)



Membership:	Vice-Principal Curriculum and Assessment (Chair) and three

		other S.M.T. members.



Rôle:		To prioritise, plan, monitor, and evaluate all curricular and cross-

		curricular initiatives and provide information which will inform 			discussion by the full Curriculum Committee.

���

5.3�Assessment, Recording, Reporting Committee



Membership:	Vice-Principal, Curriculum and Assessment (Chair), representatives

		of each of the Areas of Study, R.E., Careers, and  Heads of Year.



Rôle:		To make recommendations to the S.M.T. on implementing:-



the assessment, recording and reporting procedures associated with the N.I. Curriculum and public examinations;

the procedures associated with Records of Achievement.

��5.4�Liaison and external agencies



The school avails itself of opportunities provided for Inservice Training and curriculum support provided by DENI, NICCEA (and other relevant examination boards),  and also the NEELB.

��5.5�Senior Management Team (S.M.T.)



All matters relating to the management and development of the curriculum must be ratified by the S.M.T. before implementation.

��Policy Review

���This policy will be kept under review.���APPENDIX 1

Curricular Programme Details



The school operates an 8 x 40 minute period teaching day, Monday to Friday, except for Periods 1 and 8, which each last 35 minutes, as follows:



 9.00 -  9.05	:	Registration

-  9.20	:	Assemblies (4 days), tutor meetings (1 day)

9.20 -  9.55	:	Period 1

- 10.35	:	Period 2

- 10.50	:	Break

10.50 - 11.30	:	Period 3

- 12.10	:	Period 4

- 12.50	:	Period 5 (lunch for Years 8, 9)

12.50 -  1.30	:	Period 6 (lunch for Years 10, 11)

-  2.10	:	Period 7 (lunch for Years 12, 13, 14)

2.10 - 2.45	:	Period 8

2.45 - 3.25	:	Period 9



As a general rule, classes circulate to teachers based in their subject rooms.

Numbers in brackets below indicate period allocation



Key Stage 3 (Years 8, 9, 10)



Year 8	:  	All pupils study English with Drama (5), Mathematics (5),

		Science (5), Technology (2), Home Economics (2), History (3),

		Geography (3), P.E./Games (3), Art and Design (1½), Music (1½),

		French (4), Latin (2), Religious Education (2), Induction

		Programme (1).



Year 9	:	All pupils study English with Drama (5), Mathematics (5), 

		Science (4), Technology (2), Home Economics (2), History (3),

		Geography (3), P.E./Games (3), Art and Design (1½), Music (1½), 			French (4), Religious Education (2) and a choice between Latin (4), 		German (4) or Spanish (4).



Year 10 :	All pupils study English with Drama (4), Mathematics (5),

		Science (6) [taught separately as Biology (2), Chemistry (2) and

		Physics (2)], Technology (2), Home Economics (1½ on average),

		Careers Education (½ on average), History (3), Geography (3),

		P.E./Games (3), Art and Design (1½), Music (1½), French (4), 			Religious Education (2), Latin or German or Spanish (3).



DENI specified intake number determines class sizes.  In each of years 8, 9, 10 there are usually 6 classes of 26 or 27 and one of 20 for English, Mathematics, Languages, History, Geography, R.E. and 9 classes of 20 in the remaining “practical” subjects, Art and Design, Home Economics, Music, Physical Education, Science and Technology.

��Key Stage 4 (Years 11, 12)	(An asterisk indicates a statutory subject.)



All pupils study Careers Education (½ on average), Religious Education* (1½ on average), Games and Physical Education* (3), Mathematics* (4). English* plus English Literature or Media Studies (6), one language* (4) from French, German or Spanish, and one Environment and Society subject* (4) from Geography, History, Home Economics and Business Studies or Economics.  This uses 23 periods and enables 5 GCSEs (underlined) to be taken.



The 17 periods left must include a Science option:



Either Science*/Single Award (5) (1 GCSE) which allows 3 further optional subjects to be taken;

or Science*/Double Award (9) (2 GCSEs) which allows 2 further optional subjects to be taken;

or Science*/Biology and Chemistry and Physics (13) (3 GCSEs) which allows 1 further optional subject to be taken.



These further optional subjects may be chosen from other modern languages, environment and society subjects or from Additional Mathematics, Art and Design, Classical Civilisation, Drama, Information Systems, Latin, Music, Religious Studies, Technology and Design.



The above arrangements enable all pupils to take 9 GCSEs.  However some pupils may be advised by the Mathematics Department that they need to take Supplementary Mathematics (2).  These pupils will also take Supplementary English (2) and will thus be restricted to 8 GCSEs.



Further points:

Spanish (but not German) may be started in Year 11 provided pupils show ability in their other modern language(s);

it is understood that pupils choosing Science/Single Award will not be able to study ‘A’ level Science(s);

pupils considering ‘A’ levels in Science subjects are recommended to opt for the three separate sciences Biology, Chemistry, Physics rather than Science/Double Award.   However, those pupils wishing to leave their ‘A’ level options open are recommended to study Science/Double Award, mindful of the fact that top-up classes are available in the lower sixth year.  These classes should enable such pupils to remedy any deficiencies in their GCSE science knowledge.

pupils considering ‘A’ level Mathematics are recommended to choose Additional Mathematics.

��The Sixth Form (Years 13, 14) Programme 1999 - 2001



The Sixth Form Programme is composed of Advanced Level subjects and a minority time  or enrichment  programme (see Y and Z below).  Within Advanced Level study there are ‘A’ level subjects (usually 8 periods per week over 2 years), and Advanced Subsidiary or ‘AS’ level subjects (8 periods per week for 1 year).  Most pupils will take THREE subjects at advanced level.  Such a programme is represented by 3 x ‘A’ + Y + Z.



Other possibilities are:



	2 x ‘A’ + 2 x ‘AS’ + Y + Z

	4 x ‘A’ + Z

	3 x ‘A’ + ‘AS’ + Z



and exceptionally 2 x ‘A’ + Y + a GCSE or extra classes in one of their ‘A’ level subjects.



Y minority time programme: This is done in L.6 only and in 4 periods per week enables pupils to study an additional GCSE or a non-exam subject to GCSE standard.



Z minority time programme: All pupils, except those doing 4 ‘A’ levels,  take:



one period per week of Careers Education;

one period per week of Religious Education;

one period per week of Physical Education and two periods per week of Games (optional in U.6);

in L.6, 4 modules, Education for Mutual Understanding, Healthy Living 1 and 2, and Communications 1.  Each module lasts 6 weeks at 2 periods per week;

in L.6, Study Skills lasting for 3 weeks at 2 periods per week;

in U.6, 4 modules, Cookery, Healthy Living 3, Communications 2, and Economic Awareness.  Each module lasts 5 weeks at 2 periods per week.



Further points:



Entry to the Sixth Form from Year 12 is not automatic.  Pupils will normally be required to achieve a minimum of 5 GCSEs at Grades A - C, with at least a B grade in subjects proposed for ‘A’ level study (or in a related subject where GCSE is not a prerequisite for the ‘A’ level subject);

some subjects, e.g. Classical Civilisation, Computing, Economics, History, Music and Religious Studies, may be taken at ‘A’ level even though the subject was not studied for GCSE, provided interest and ability are evident;

pupils should not normally consider taking ‘A’ level Mathematics without a good grade in GCSE Additional Mathematics.  Those pupils who study only GCSE Mathematics must obtain a Grade A if they wish to attempt ‘A’ level;

if a fourth subject is taken at Advanced Level it will replace some periods of Y and Z.  It is not necessarily an advantage to take 4 ‘A’ Levels and only the most able pupils should consider embarking on a 4 ‘A’ level programme;

where a subject is oversubscribed, criteria will be drawn up to enable selection.



‘A’ level subjects offered are as follows:



Art and Design, Business Studies, Biology, Chemistry, Classical Civilisation, Computing, Economics, English Literature, French, Further Mathematics, Geography, German, History, Home Economics, Latin, Mathematics, Media Studies, Music, Physics, Religious Studies, Spanish.



‘AS’ level subjects offered are as follows:



Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics.



Y subjects offered are as follows:



GCSEs in Psychology and Physical Education.  Non-GCSEs in Art and Music Appreciation, Community Studies, French for Business, I.T. (CLAIT), Italian for Beginners, Spanish for Beginners and Keyboarding.  Top-up Biology, Chemistry, Physics for those who did Science: Double Award.���The Sixth Form (Years, 13, 14) Programme 2000-2002



An Advanced Level  in a subject

comprises

(      (

Advanced Subsidiary (AS)

3 units

in Lower Sixth

usually 8 periods per week.

Assessed at intermediate level

graded on an A-E scale

with U (unclassified) for fail.�





+�A2

3 units

in Upper Sixth

usually 8 periods per week.

Assessed at advanced level

graded on an A-E scale

with U (unclassified) for fail.��

The Lower Sixth Form Programme 2000 to 2001 is composed of GCE Advanced Subsidiary (‘AS’ Levels) and a minority time enrichment programme.  It is designed to provide depth and breadth of study.



Normally pupils will take four subjects and the enrichment programme in the Lower Sixth Form.  Pupils will select three of these subjects which they intend to continue with as A2 subjects in Upper Sixth - thus completing three full ‘A’ level programmes.  The fourth subject will be studied in Lower Sixth only and taken as an ‘AS’ level.  Very able pupils may opt to take all four subjects to ‘A’ level.  A number of pupils may be advised to take a maximum of three ‘AS’ subjects along with additional studies plus the enrichment programme.  In such cases the study of all three subjects would continue into Upper Sixth and the pupil would complete three full ‘A’ level programmes.  Since the purpose of the new structure is to provide a course which has breadth and balance, it is recommended that one of the AS subjects should be in a contrasting discipline.  The choice of a contrasting subject may also help to ensure that each of the Key Skills is covered.



Criteria for Admission to the Sixth Form



Admission to the Sixth Form is not automatic.  Pupils will normally be required to achieve a minimum of five GCSEs at A - C grade with at least a B grade in subjects proposed for ‘AS’ level study (or in a related subject where a GCSE is not a prerequisite for the ‘AS’ level subject).  Pupils must be capable of pursuing successfully 3 subjects to A2 level.  Should a course be oversubscribed additional criteria may be applied, e.g. subject specific criteria and/or overall academic performance.



Within a pupil’s choice of AS level subjects a maximum of two ‘new’ subjects may be selected.  Where pupils have not had previous experience of a subject at GCSE they are required to have attained at least a B grade in a related subject.  Please note that the grade achieved in the related subject cannot be used as evidence of fulfilling the entry requirements for more than one ‘new’ subject.



Transition from Lower Sixth to Upper Sixth will not be automatic.  Progression into Upper Sixth will be permitted only where there is evidence from Lower Sixth performance that this is in the best interest of the pupil.

�

‘AS’ Level Subjects are as follows:-



    Art and Design

    Biology

    Business Studies

    Chemistry

Classical Civilisation 

Drama and Theatre Studies *

Economics

     English Literature

     French

     Geography

     German�History

Home Economics

Information & Communication Technology

     Latin

     Mathematics

     Media Studies

Music

Physical Education *

Physics

Psychology *

Religious Studies

     Spanish

��All of the above are offered at A2 level except for those marked *.



    Further Mathematics is available as an A2 subject only, i.e. it is a two-year course.



Subjects marked in this way may be taken at ‘AS’ level without previous GCSE study.  See subject information for entry requirements.



Key Skills



In each of their chosen subjects pupils will have the opportunity to develop some or all of the following key skills - Communication, Application of Number, and Information Technology.  Key skills are defined as skills that can help to improve learning and performance in education and training, work and life in general.  Pupils will be encouraged to exploit opportunities to develop key skills in the context of their studies and extra-curricular activities.  Each key skill may be assessed at levels 1 - 3.  



While pupils may wish to consider the range of key skills offered by their proposed selection of subjects, it must be emphasised that key skills should not override the other very important factors governing subject choice.



The Enrichment Programme



This will be taken by all pupils and will consist of:-



	One period per fortnight of Careers Education and Physical Education.

	Two periods per week of Games.

	Two periods per week of a modular programme consisting of -

		Religious Education/Education for Mutual Understanding (EMU), Study Skills, 			Healthy Living, Self-Presentation Skills.

	Three periods of Study



Additional Studies

A minority of pupils taking 3 ‘AS’ levels in Lower Sixth will take:-



	One period per week of Physical Education

	One period per week of Religious Education

	Two periods per week of supervised study



and choose one of the following to be studied for four periods per week:-



	GCSE Physical Education

	Community Studies

	European Computer Driving Licence (ECDL)



Upper Sixth Programme

In Upper Sixth many pupils will continue with three subjects at A2 level, having completed their fourth subject at ‘AS’ level at the end of Lower Sixth.   At this stage pupils will follow an extended enrichment programme which will consist of:-



	One period per week of Religious Education

	One period per week of Physical Education

	One period per week of Careers Education

	Two periods of Games

	Two periods of a modular programme consisting of -

		Communication, Cookery, Economic Awareness, Healthy Living.

	Six periods of study

	Some time will also be designated to key skills development and monitoring.



Pupils who continue with all four subjects to A2 level will take a slightly reduced enrichment programme:-



	One period per week of Careers Education

	Two periods of Games

	Two periods of a modular programme consisting of -

		Communication, Cookery, Economic Awareness, Healthy Living.

	Three periods of study

	Some time may also be designated to key skills development and monitoring.



Whilst it may be desirable on the part of individual pupils to change their initial decisions regarding A2 subject choices at the end of L.6, it must be emphasised that this will only be possible within the constraints of time-tabling and the viability of classes.  No guarantees can be given at this stage.



�Curriculum  Policy

(1st May, 2000)





Aspects not yet implemented





Page 2  :  Bullet point 3	: 	Are all SEN pupils identified?

					Are they getting suitable provision?

					Are teachers sufficiently aware of the register?



The above would be a matter for consideration by SENCO.





Page 2  :  Bullet point 9	:	Are pupils gaining the skills necessary to respond

					to political changes?





The revised N.I. common curriculum 2002/3 is likely to include such matters.  Our curriculum will be then revised to include proposed changes.






